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New limits for life’s biggest moments
Banner Life Insurance Company is rising to meet life’s biggest moments with updates to our accelerated 
underwriting (AUW) offerings for OPTerm. Our AUW pathways are now available for clients aged 20-
60 up to $5M and ages 61-70 up to $500k with an APS, making it easier for more cases to be approved 
instantly or without the need for exams. 

This toolkit is designed to help you grow your business by reaching new clients and spotlight what’s in it 
for them: Fewer exams, less waiting – just the coverage they need to protect their daily lives, milestone 
moments and the futures they’re building.

In this toolkit, you’ll find:
•	 Talking points
•	 A process guide
•	 An education one-pager for clients
•	 Reach out templates
•	 Social media posts

We hope you find this content useful as you connect with your clients and prospects.
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Qualified applications may receive an instant or 
exam-free decision for up to $5 million in coverage, 
no lab work or medical exam required.
•	 This approach keeps your clients ahead of growing 

financial responsibilities.
•	 Banner Life stands out as one of the few life 

insurance companies in the country offering this 
level of coverage with an exam-free application 
experience.

Getting an instant decision with Banner Life’s AUW 
is straightforward and seamless. 
•	 AUW is fully integrated into Banner Life’s digital 

application journey.
•	 Most applicants aren’t required to complete new 

lab work.
•	 Through AUW, eligible applicants ages 20-60 can 

receive an instant, exam-free decision for up to $5 
million. Over 46%¹ of applicants receive an instant 
decision.

•	 If an instant decision isn’t possible, 85%² are still 
approved exam-free.

This process not only delivers broad coverage but 
can also cut the time needed to secure a policy. 
•	 For those not eligible for an instant decision, nearly 7 

in 10³ receive their decisions in 10 days or less.

Talking to clients about accelerated underwriting
Qualified applicants can receive instant decisions through increased accelerated underwriting limits up to $5 
million, empowering your clients to meet life’s most important milestones with confidence. As you engage with 
clients about what’s possible with Banner Life Insurance Company, here are the key highlights to share.

1 Instant Decisions Rate is the number of Horizon instant decisions as a percent of total decisions 
made. Data reported for the month of December 2025.

2 10-day Decisions Rate is the percent of applications that reached any decision in 10 days or less upon 
submittal compared to the total number of decisions. Data reported for the month of December 2025.

3 Exam-free Rate is defined as a percentage of total decisions from all business submitted through 
Horizon (Term Only Apps). Exam-free Rate includes instant decisions. Data reported for the month of 

December 2025.



Accelerated underwriting advisor toolkit

Banner Life | 5

Resources 
Get familiar with our accelerated 
underwriting pathways and process. 
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Accelerated underwriting pathways

Download our paths

Accelerated underwriting process guide

Explore our process

https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/accelerated-underwriting-paths.pdf?sfvrsn=5da9aa50_13
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/accelerated-underwriting-paths.pdf?sfvrsn=5da9aa50_13
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/accelerated-underwriting-paths.pdf?sfvrsn=5da9aa50_13
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-process-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=ce5e0faf_15
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-process-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=ce5e0faf_15
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-process-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=ce5e0faf_15
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Communication 
templates 
Start the conversation or keep it going with 
plug and play messages about accelerated 
underwriting offerings.
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Download the templates 
and copy the content. 
Paste into a platform 
of your choice to reach 
more clients and get 
cases placed quickly.

Communication template #1: 
Life’s biggest moments

Download letter

Communication template #2: 
Not too good to be true

Download letter

Communication template #3: 
Keep pace with your life

Download letter

https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-comm-template-1.docx
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-comm-template-1.docx
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-comm-template-1.docx
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-comm-template-2.docx
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-comm-template-2.docx
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-comm-template-2.docx
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-comm-template-3.docx
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-comm-template-3.docx
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-comm-template-3.docx
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¹Pew research, 2024

Social media 
templates 
Three in four Americans use social media 
and average 6.5 different social platforms 
per month.¹ 

Meet your clients where they are.
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Download the 
image and copy 
the corresponding 
caption. Paste into a 
social platform of your 
choice to reach more 
prospective clients.

Keeping pace 
Term life insurance coverage that keeps pace 
with your life — the people you love, the 
moments that matter, and everything ahead.

Let’s talk about term life insurance coverage 
that moves with you.

Download image

Up to $5 million 
Accelerated underwriting means you may be 
eiliglbe for exam-free, instant decisions on 
coverage amounts up to $5 million.

Let’s make protecting your future simple and 
stress-free.

Download image

Life’s biggest moments 
Life insurance helps protect what matters 
most through life’s biggest moments — 
planned and unplanned.

Let’s make sure your term life insurance 
coverage is ready for whatever comes next.

Download image

https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-1.png
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-1.png
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-1.png
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-2.png
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-2.png
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-2.png
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-3.png
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-3.png
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-3.png
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More protection, easily 
Getting more coverage doesn’t have to mean 
more hassle. Accelerated underwriting helps 
simplify the process.

Let’s talk about how easy it can be.

Download image

Simple processes 
Accelerated underwriting helps make 
getting coverage faster, simpler, and more 
straightforward.

Let’s find a solution that fits your life — 
without added complexity.

Download image

Better experience
Life is about more than numbers — it’s 
about the moments you’re building toward. 
Coverage should feel just as thoughtful.

Let’s help protect what matters most, with a 
better experience.

Download image

Download the 
image and copy 
the corresponding 
caption. Paste into a 
social platform of your 
choice to reach more 
prospective clients.

https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-4.png
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-4.png
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-4.png
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-5.png
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-5.png
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-5.png
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-6.png
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-6.png
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/auw-toolkit/auw-social-post-6.png
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Client flyer 
Higher term life insurance coverage needs 
don’t need to be time-consuming. Help 
clients understand the benefits of our 
accelerated underwriting process.
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Download the flyer 
and attach in an email 
to help current and 
prospective clients 
understand the benefits 
of term life insurance 
for their needs.

Accelerated undewriting

Download flyer

https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/client-one-pager.pdf
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/client-one-pager.pdf
https://www.bannerlife.com/docs/default-source/advisor/underwriting/auw-materials/client-one-pager.pdf
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1.	 How does this improve the process for my clients?
Expanded limits and faster decision times mean more 
customers can get instant answers and access our 
streamlined, exam-free underwriting. For qualified 
applicants, this translates to quicker approvals, minimal 
delays, and a smoother experience.

2.	 What if my client doesn’t qualify for accelerated 
underwriting?
Clients who aren’t eligible for instant or exam-free 
decisions will seamlessly transition into one of these 
alternative paths:
•	 Lab Lift path: Available only to BGAs that opt in. APS 

or EHR are required.
•	 Lab-only path: Minimal additional testing.
•	 Full underwriting path: In-depth review for complex 

cases.
Some clients between 20 and 60 may proceed to an 
APS-only or exam and APS path.
This approach ensures every application is handled 
efficiently and tailored to the customer’s unique needs.

3.	 How does accelerated underwriting impact clients 61-
70?
Clients aged 61-70 are eligible for exam-free underwriting, 
with an APS requirement.

4.	 How does this compare to competitors? 
With 46% of applicants receiving instant decisions,1 66% 
finalized within 10 days,2 and 85% approved without an 
exam,3 we’re leading the way in speed and convenience.

5.	 Can I track my customer’s application progress?
Absolutely. Track all applications in real time through 
Horizon.

6.	 Are there specific requirements for cases over $5 
million? 
Accelerated underwriting applies for coverage up to $5 
million. For larger amounts, applicants move to lab-only 
or full underwriting. Any case with a face amount of $5 
million or more, or a premium of $10,000 or higher, is 
managed by our dedicated large case underwriting team, 
with an individual signing authority of $15 million.

Frequently asked questions about AUW
Selling higher coverage term life insurance doesn’t have to be complicated, and we’re working to make it smooth 
for you and your clients, but there are some frequent questions that arise.

1 Instant Decisions Rate is the number of Horizon instant decisions as a percent of total decisions made. Data reported for the month of December 2025.
2 10-day Decisions Rate is the percent of applications that reached any decision in 10 days or less upon submittal compared to the total number of decisions. 

Data reported for the month of December 2025.
3 Exam-free Rate is defined as a percentage of total decisions from all business submitted through Horizon (Term Only Apps). Exam-free Rate includes instant 

decisions. Data reported for the month of December 2025.



Life insurance and retirement products are underwritten and issued by Banner Life Insurance Company, Urbana, MD and William Penn Life Insurance Company of New York, Valley Stream, NY. Banner Life products are distributed in 
49 states and in D.C. William Penn products are available exclusively in New York; Banner Life is not an authorized New York insurer and does not do business in New York. Each company is solely responsible for its own financial and 
contractual obligations. Product guarantees are backed by the financial strength and claims paying ability of the issuing company. Policy coverage and features may not be available in all states and may vary by state. Exclusions and 
limitations may apply. Two-year contestability and suicide provisions apply. A one-year suicide provision applies in CO, MO, and ND. CN02112026-2


