
UNDERWRITING

Help your clients improve 
their underwriting class 
Even if a client doesn’t initially qualify for the best underwriting class, there may still be a path to improvement. 

Start with build 
We’ll increase the client’s measured height by one inch to see if they qualify for an improved class.
If they qualify with this adjustment, reclassify accordingly.

If not, move to step 2. 

Apply credit criteria
If the client meets any 3 of the 7 credit criteria below, they may move up one underwriting class:
•	 No tobacco use in the past 10 years (occasional cigar use may qualify with negative nicotine 

test)
•	 Cholesterol/HDL ratio of 4.5 or lower
•	 NT ProBNP under 100 (for ages 60 and up)
•	 Normal cardiac test within the past 2 years (such as a negative exercise stress test, EBCT 

score of 0, or similar)
•	 Both parents lived to at least age 75 with no sibling diagnosed with cancer or cardiovascular 

disease before age 60
•	 Lifestyle habits such as regular checkups, exercise, wellness programs, or preventive 

screenings
•	 GGT below 30
Values must be from exam lab results or medical records.

Check for adverse findings
Did the original rate class result from one of the following?
•	 Family history
•	 Blood pressure
•	 Cholesterol / HDL ratio
If no, class remains the same. If yes, go to step 3.

Step 2 

Step 3    

Step 1

Contact your underwriting team for more → 
Life insurance and retirement products are underwritten and issued by Banner Life Insurance Company, Urbana, MD and William Penn Life Insurance Company of New York, 
Valley Stream, NY. Banner Life products are distributed in 49 states and in D.C. William Penn products are available exclusively in New York; Banner Life is not an authorized 
New York insurer and does not do business in New York. Each company is solely responsible for its own financial and contractual obligations. Product guarantees are 
backed by the financial strength and claims paying ability of the issuing company. Policy coverage and features may not be available in all states and may vary by state. 
Exclusions and limitations may apply. Two-year contestability and suicide provisions apply. A one-year suicide provision applies in CO, MO, and ND. CN01122026-1 

https://www.bannerlife.com/advisor/resources/contact-directory

